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In this little Booklet we will look at the evidence for the Shroud of 
Turin being a fake from both biblical sources and those outside the 
Bible itself. This book is a re-editing of the first I did under the same 
name which was corrected and slightly expanded on. 


” Host of the Mr Kakoulides Short Bible Studies “ 
,also “Mr Kakoulides and the Bible Podcast “ 


Harris Kakoulides 


Chapter 01 How Old is the Shroud 


In 1988 a piece of Shroud was taken and examined , the Shroud was 
dated using radiocarbon in three different laboratories Oxford, Zurich 
, and Arizona. Moreover this was the result The Shroud was found 
dated not to the time of Jesus or any of the Apostles. But to 
1260-1390 AD . This is interesting due to the fact that an Roman 
Catholic Encyclopedia dating back to the 1917 states that it was 
painted at that time . You would think that this would end the 
people’s obsession with the shroud but it doesn’t. 


Sources: 


1) Nature Vol 337 February 16, 1989 pg 611 ,614 


2) See Chapter 03 of this Booklet 


Chapter 2 Biblical Evidence against the Shroud of Turin 


1) The Shroud of Turin is not Biblical the Bible doesn’t say Jesus was 
wrapped with one shroud all over his body and head but more than 
one. There was even a separate cloth according to this passage for 
Jesus head . Notice the words cloths in the following Biblical passage. 
Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken 
away from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the 
other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They 
have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they 
have laid him.” So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they 
were going toward the tomb. Both of them were running together, but 
the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. And 
stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not 
go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. 
He saw the linen cloths lying there, and the face cloth, which had 
been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up ina 
place by itself. (John 20:1-7, ESV) 


2) The Bible is very clear that Jesus was not to break any of his bones 
but the person who is supposed to be Jesus has broken bones , two 
nail marks where one on the right foot the nail actually went through 
his heel bone. And on the right knee indicate a fracture of the Patella 
bone. Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies 
would not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a 
high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken and 
that they might be taken away. So the soldiers came and broke the 
legs of the first, and of the other who had been crucified with him. But 
when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did 
not break his legs. But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a 
spear, and at once there came out blood and water. He who saw it has 
borne witness-his testimony is true, and he knows that he is telling the 
truth-that you also may believe. For these things took place that the 
Scripture might be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken.” 
(John 19:31-36, ESV) He keeps all his bones; not one of them is 
broken. (Psalm 34:20, ESV) It shall be eaten in one house; you shall 
not take any of the flesh outside the house, and you shall not break 
any of its bones. (Exodus 12:46, ESV) They shall leave none of it until 
the morning, nor break any of its bones; according to all the statute 
for the Passover they shall keep it. (Numbers 9:12, ESV) 


Look at what Chuck Smith writes in his commentary about this 
Shroud and I whole Heartly agree Through The Bible Commentary 
(“Now, I don’t know that John needed to add that to the record, but 
perhaps a bit of boasting there. He was a younger man, and so he did 
outrun Peter. 


and he came first to the sepulchre. And he stooping down, and looking 
in, saw the linen clothes lying there; yet he did not go in. When Peter 
following him, went into the sepulchre, and he saw the linen clothes 
lie (Joh_20:4-6), 


Now, the Greek construction indicates that the linen clothes that were 
wrapped around Jesus were still lying in a circular form as though a 
body were in them. 


And the napkin, that had been about his head, was folded in a corner 
by itself (Joh_20:7). 


So that they could see that there was no body within the linen 
wrappings. This, of course, brings up the question of the shroud of 
Turin, as to whether or not it was actually the shroud that was 


wrapped around Jesus Christ. And there are many who do believe that 
it was indeed the shroud wrapped around Christ. I have difficulty with 
that, inasmuch as John’s gospel tell us distinctly that the linen cloth 
that was about His head was folded and over in a corner by itself. And 
in the shroud of Turin, it has the entire form including the head. And 
so, that it was indeed the shroud that was around Jesus, I seriously 
question myself. 


I think that the Lord has deliberately allowed all of those relics that 
involve the life and the ministry of Christ to be lost in obscurity 
through the years. Because He knows that tendency of man to worship 
an object. And God doesn’t want us worshipping objects; He wants us 
worshipping Him. And so, the silver chalice of Antioch, which they 
say was the very cup that Jesus drank from, or the disciples drank 
from at the last supper—Jesus did not drink from it—I question its 
authenticity. For years they sold splinters from the cross, and you 
could purchase little splinters from the cross. Of course, this was a 
practice that began around the year 400. When they had finally sold 
enough splinters, putting them together, you could have built a good- 
sized house. Someone was now pointing out the fact that there were 
enough splinters now to make a house, and so the church developed 
the dogma of the miraculous multiplication of the cross. And so, 
according to this dogma of the miraculous multiplication of the cross, 
every time they took a splinter out a new one would form, so that 
they could keep selling them. 


It is tragic that man has such difficulty worshipping the unseen God 
and needs an object, which so easily becomes an idol. Or idolatry. And 
that is the worship of any object, is idolatry. And that is something 
that is forbidden by the scriptures. But it is something that man is so 
prone to do. And because of man’s penchant towards idolatry, I do 
feel that the Lord deliberately just X’d out all of the stuff that related 
to Jesus Christ. Things that He may have touched, the coin that Peter 
took out of the fish’s mouth, and all of these kind of things. And I 
believe that the Lord just deliberately has removed these artifacts to 
keep us from idolatry. 


Now, whenever a person begins to worship an artifact, there’s always 
a twofold revelation. Number one: it reveals that that man has lost the 
consciousness of the power and the presence of God in his life. The 
moment I am worshipping some artifact, it means I have lost that vital 
consciousness of God’s presence. It means that I am somehow longing 
for that which I lost. And so, I have a reminder of what God had done. 
But idolatry, any idolatry, always speaks of a degraded state of 
spiritual experience. Well, of course, just the very way that the shroud 


of Turin is treated as an artifact of which great reverence and all is 
placed upon, is just a classic indication of why the Lord, I think, 
allowed all of the things to deliberately be lost or discarded.”) 


Adam Clarke in his Commentary states (“Verse 5. Went he not in.] 
Why? Because he was fully satisfied that the body was not there. But 
why did he not seize upon the linen clothes, and keep them as a most 
precious relic? Because he had too much religion and too much sense; 
and the time of superstition and nonsense was not yet arrived, in 
which bits of rotten wood, rags of rotten cloth, decayed bones (to 
whom originally belonging no one knows) and bramble bushes, should 
become objects of religious adoration.”) 


Sources: Adam Clarke Commentary , Chuck Smith Through The Bible 
Commentary on John 20 


Bible John: 20:1-7 , 19:31-36, Psalms 34:20, Number 9:12 , Exodus 
12:46, 


Chapter 03 Roman Catholic Church admits the Shroud of Turin is a 
Fake. 


Like I said before in the first chapter the Roman Catholic Encyclopedia 
of 1917 openly admits that it is a painting under the heading : The 
Holy Shroud (of Turin) 


(” name is primarily given to a relic now preserved at Turin, for 
which the claim is made that it is the actual “clean linen cloth” in 
which Joseph of Arimathea wrapped the body of Jesus Christ 
(Matthew 27:59). This relic, though blackened by age, bears the faint 
but distinct impress of a human form both back and front. The cloth is 
about 13 1/2 feet long and 4 1/4 feet wide. If the marks we perceive 
were caused by human body, it is clear that the body (supine) was laid 
lengthwise along one half of the shroud while the other half was 
doubled back over the head to cover the whole front of the body from 
the face to the feet. The arrangement is well illustrated in the 


miniature of Giulio Clovio, which also gives a good representation of 
what was seen upon the shroud about the year 1540. 


The cloth now at Turin can be clearly traced back to the Lirey in the 
Diocese of Troyes, where we first hear of it about the year 1360. In 
1453 it was at Chambéry in Savoy, and there in 1532 it narrowly 
escaped being consumed by a fire which by charring the corners of the 
folds has left a uniform series of marks on either side of the image. 
Since 1578 it has remained at Turin where it is now only exposed for 
veneration at long intervals. 


That the authenticity of the Shroud of Turin is taken for granted, in 
various pronouncements of the Holy See cannot be disputed. An Office 
and Mass “de Sancta Sindone” was formerly approved by Julius II in 
the Bull “Romanus Pontifex” of 25 April, 1506, in the course of which 
the Pope speaks of “that most famous Shroud (preclarissima sindone) 
in which our Savior was wrapped when he lay in the tomb and which 
is now honorably and devoutly preserved in a silver casket.” 
Moreover, the same Pontiff speaks of the treaties upon the precious 
blood. Composed by his predecessor, Sixtus IV, in which Sixtus states 
that in the Shroud “men may look upon the true blood and portrait of 
Jesus Christ himself.” A certain difficulty was caused by the existence 
elsewhere of other Shrouds similarly impressed with the figure of 
Jesus Christ and some of these cloths, notably those of Besancon, 
Cadouin, Champiégne, Xabregas, etc., also claimed to be the authentic 
linen sindon provided by Joseph of Arimathea, but until the close of 
the last century no great attack was made upon the genuineness of the 
Turin relic. In 1898 when the Shroud was solemnly exposed, 
permission was given to photograph it and a sensation was caused by 
the discovery that the image upon the linen was apparently a negative 
— in other words that the photographic negative taken from this 
offered a more recognizable picture of a human face than the cloth 
itself or any positive print. In the photographic negative, the lights 
and the shadows were natural, in the linen or the print, they were 
inverted. Three years afterwards, Dr. Paul Vignon read a remarkable 
paper before the Académie des Sciences in which he maintained that 
the impression upon the Shroud was a “vaporigraph” caused by the 
ammoniacal emanations radiating from the surface of Christ’s body 
after so violent a death. Such vapours, as he professed to have proved 
experimentally, were capable of producing a deep reddish brown 
stain, varying in intensity with the distance, upon a cloth impregnated 
with oil and aloes. The image upon the Shroud was therefore a natural 
negative and as such completely beyond the comprehension or the 
skill of any medieval forger. 


Plausible as this contention appeared, a most serious historical 
difficulty had meanwhile been brought to light. Owing mainly to the 
researches of Canon Ulysse Chevalier a series of documents was 
discovered which clearly proved that in 1389 the Bishop of Troyes 
appealed to Clement VII, the Avignon Pope then recognized in France, 
to put a stop to the scandals connected to the Shroud preserved at 
Lirey. It was, the Bishop declared, the work of an artist who some 
years before had confessed to having painted it but it was then being 
exhibited by the Canons of Lirey in such a way that the populace 
believed that it was the authentic shroud of Jesus Christ. The pope, 
without absolutely prohibiting the exhibition of the Shroud, decided 
after full examination that in the future when it was shown to the 
people, the priest should declare in a loud voice that it was not the 
real shroud of Christ, but only a picture made to represent it. The 
authenticity of the documents connected with this appeal is not 
disputed. Moreover, the grave suspicion thus thrown upon the relic is 
immensely strengthened by the fact that no intelligible account, 
beyond wild conjecture, can be given of the previous history of the 
Shroud or its coming to Lirey. An animated controversy followed and 
it must be admitted that though the immense preponderance of 
opinion among learned Catholics (see the statement by P.M. 
Baumgarten in the “Historiches Jahrbuch”, 1903, pp. 319-43) was 
adverse to the authenticity of the relic, still the violence of many of its 
assailants prejudiced their own cause. In particular the suggestion 
made of blundering or bad faith on the part of those who 
photographed were quite without excuse. 


From the scientific point of view, however, the difficulty of the 
“negative”impression on the cloth is not so serious as it seems. This 
Shroud like the others was probably painted without fraudulent intent 
to aid the dramatic setting of the Easter sequence: 


Dic nobis Maria, quid vidisti in via Angelicos testes, sudarium et 
vestes. As the word sudarium suggested, it was painted to represent 
the impression made by the sweat of Christ, i.e. probably in a 
yellowish tint upon unbrilliant red. This yellow stain would turn 
brown in the course of centuries, the darkening process being aided by 
the effects of fire and sun. Thus, the lights of the original picture 
would become the shadow of Paleotto’s reproduction of the images on 
the shroud is printed in two colours, pale yellow and red. As for the 
good proportions and esthetic effect, two things may be noted. First, 
that it is highly probable that the artist used a model to determine the 
length and position of the limbs, etc.; the representation no doubt was 
made exactly life size. Secondly, the impressions are only known to us 
in photographs so reduced, as compared with the original, that the 


crudenesses, aided by the softening effects of time, entirely disappear. 


Lastly, the difficulty must be noticed that while the witnesses of the 
fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries speak of the image as being 
then so vivid that the blood seemed freshly shed, it is now darkened 
and hardly recognizable without minute attention. On the supposition 
that this is an authentic relic dating from the year A.D. 30, why 
should it have retained its brilliance through countless journeys and 
changes of climate for fifteen centuries, and then in four centuries 
more have become almost invisible? On the other hand if it be a 
fabrication of the fifteenth century this is exactly what we should 
expect.”) 


Chapter 04 The Reformers saw this Shroud as a Fake . 


John Calvin the great reformer made note of the shroud of Turin in 
his Commentary 


John Calvin in his Commentary on John 20 states (” 7.And the napkin 
which was about his head. When the Evangelist says, that a napkin 
was wrapped about his head, this refutes the falsehood of the Papists, 
who pretend that the whole body was sewed up in one linen garment, 
which they hold out to the wretched populace, calling it “the holy 
winding-sheet.” I say nothing about their gross ignorance of the Latin 
language, which led them to suppose that the word napkin— denoting 
what was used for wiping the sweat from the face, such as a 
handkerchief — signified a covering for the whole body; nor do I say 
any thing about their impudence in boasting that they have this very 
napkin in five or six different places. But this gross falsehood is 
intolerable, because it openly contradicts the evangelical history. To 
this is added a fabulous miracle, which they have contrived, to this 
effect, that the likeness of Christ’s body continued to be visible in the 
linen cloth. I appeal to you, if such a miracle had been wrought, 
would nothing have been said about it by the Evangelist, who is so 
careful to relate events which were not of so great importance? Let us 
be satisfied with this simple view of the matter, that Christ, by laying 
aside the tokens of death, intended to testify that he had clothed 
himself with a blessed and immortal life.”) 


Sources : 


John Calvin on John chapter 20 verse 7 


Chapter 05 The lies that are told about the Shroud being authentic. 


There are many lies that are told about the shroud being authentic 
which one just has to do the research themselves to see it is all a lie. 
In one such of those lies the series ” History’s Greatest Mysteries” has 
a so call professor state that one can trace the shroud even from the 
time of Jesus like in the healing of the king of Edesia. And in this 
Booklet you will find the whole Story to see it was a lie. 


Eusebius early Church Father Church makes no mention of it when 
mentioning the event in Books of Church History. 


(” 1. The divinity of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ being reported 
abroad among all men on account of his wonder-working power, he 
attracted countless numbers from foreign countries lying far away 
from Judea, who had the hope of being cured of their diseases and of 
all kinds of sufferings. 


2. For instance the King Abgarus, who ruled with great glory the 
nations beyond the Euphrates, being afflicted with a terrible disease 
which it was beyond the power of human skill to cure, when he heard 
of the name of Jesus, and of his miracles, which were attested by all 
with one accord sent a message to him by a courier and begged him to 
heal his disease. 


3. But he did not at that time comply with his request; yet he deemed 
him worthy of a personal letter in which he said that he would send 
one of his disciples to cure his disease, and at the same time promised 
salvation to himself and all his house. 


4. Not long afterward his promise was fulfilled. For after his 
resurrection from the dead and his ascent into heaven, Thomas, one of 
the twelve apostles, under divine impulse sent Thaddeus, who was 
also numbered among the seventy disciples of Christ, to Edessa, as a 
preacher and evangelist of the teaching of Christ. 


5. And all that our Saviour had promised received through him its 
fulfillment. You have written evidence of these things taken from the 
archives of Edessa, which was at that time a royal city. For in the 
public registers there, which contain accounts of ancient times and the 


acts of Abgarus, these things have been found preserved down to the 
present time. But there is no better way than to hear the epistles 
themselves which we have taken from the archives and have literally 
translated from the Syriac language in the following manner. 


Copy of an epistle written by Abgarus the ruler to Jesus, and sent to 
him at Jerusalem by Ananias the swift courier. 


6. Abgarus, ruler of Edessa, to Jesus the excellent Saviour who has 
appeared in the country of Jerusalem, greeting. I have heard the 
reports of you and of your cures as performed by you without 
medicines or herbs. For it is said that you make the blind to see and 
the lame to walk, that you cleanse lepers and cast out impure spirits 
and demons, and that you heal those afflicted with lingering disease, 
and raise the dead. 


7. And having heard all these things concerning you, I have concluded 
that one of two things must be true: either you are God, and having 
come down from heaven you do these things, or else you, who does 
these things, are the Son of God. 


8. I have therefore written to you to ask you if you would take the 
trouble to come to me and heal the disease which I have. For I have 
heard that the Jews are murmuring against you and are plotting to 
injure you. But I have a very small yet noble city which is great 
enough for us both. 


The answer of Jesus to the ruler Abgarus by the courier Ananias. 


9. Blessed are you who hast believed in me without having seen me. 
For it is written concerning me, that they who have seen me will not 
believe in me, and that they who have not seen me will believe and be 
saved. But in regard to what you have written me, that I should come 
to you, it is necessary for me to fulfill all things here for which I have 
been sent, and after I have fulfilled them thus to be taken up again to 
him that sent me. But after I have been taken up I will send to you one 
of my disciples, that he may heal your disease and give life to you and 
yours. 


Further accounts 


10. To these epistles there was added the following account in the 
Syriac language. After the ascension of Jesus, Judas, who was also 
called Thomas, sent to him Thaddeus, an apostle, one of the Seventy. 
When he had come he lodged with Tobias, the son of Tobias. When 
the report of him got abroad, it was told Abgarus that an apostle of 


Jesus had come, as he had written to him. 


11. Thaddeus began then in the power of God to heal every disease 
and infirmity, insomuch that all wondered. And when Abgarus heard 
of the great and wonderful things which he did and of the cures which 
he performed, he began to suspect that he was the one of whom Jesus 
had written him, saying, ‘After I have been taken up I will send to you 
one of my disciples who will heal you.’ 


12. Therefore, summoning Tobias, with whom Thaddeus lodged, he 
said, I have heard that a certain man of power has come and is 
lodging in your house. Bring him to me. And Tobias coming to 
Thaddeus said to him, The ruler Abgarus summoned me and told me 
to bring you to him that you might heal him. And Thaddeus said, I 
will go, for I have been sent to him with power. 


13. Tobias therefore arose early on the following day, and taking 
Thaddeus came to Abgarus. And when he came, the nobles were 
present and stood about Abgarus. And immediately upon his entrance 
a great vision appeared to Abgarus in the countenance of the apostle 
Thaddeus. When Abgarus saw it he prostrated himself before 
Thaddeus, while all those who stood about were astonished; for they 
did not see the vision, which appeared to Abgarus alone. 


14. He then asked Thaddeus if he was in truth a disciple of Jesus the 
Son of God, who had said to him, ‘I will send you one of my disciples, 
who shall heal you and give you life.” And Thaddeus said, Because you 
have mightily believed in him that sent me, therefore have I been sent 
unto you. And still further, if you believe in him, the petitions of your 
heart shall be granted you as you believe. 


15. And Abgarus said to him, So much have I believed in him that I 
wished to take an army and destroy those Jews who crucified him, 
had I not been deterred from it by reason of the dominion of the 
Romans. And Thaddeus said, Our Lord has fulfilled the will of his 
Father, and having fulfilled it has been taken up to his Father. And 
Abgarus said to him, I too have believed in him and in his Father. 


16. And Thaddeus said to him, Therefore I place my hand upon you in 
his name. And when he had done it, immediately Abgarus was cured 
of the disease and of the suffering which he had. 


17. And Abgarus marvelled, that as he had heard concerning Jesus, so 
he had received in very deed through his disciple Thaddeus, who 
healed him without medicines and herbs, and not only him, but also 


Abdus the son of Abdus, who was afflicted with the gout; for he too 
came to him and fell at his feet, and having received a benediction by 
the imposition of his hands, he was healed. The same Thaddeus also 
cured many other inhabitants of the city, and did wonders and 
marvelous works, and preached the word of God. 


18. And afterward Abgarus said, You, O Thaddeus, do these things 
with the power of God, and we marvel. But, in addition to these 
things, I pray you to inform me in regard to the coming of Jesus, how 
he was born; and in regard to his power, by what power he performed 
those deeds of which I have heard. 


19. And Thaddeus said, Now indeed will I keep silent, since I have 
been sent to proclaim the word publicly. But tomorrow assemble for 
me all your citizens, and I will preach in their presence and sow 
among them the word of God, concerning the coming of Jesus, how he 
was born; and concerning his mission, for what purpose he was sent 
by the Father; and concerning the power of his works, and the 
mysteries which he proclaimed in the world, and by what power he 
did these things; and concerning his new preaching, and his 
abasement and humiliation, and how he humbled himself, and died 
and debased his divinity and was crucified, and descended into Hades, 
and burst the bars which from eternity had not been broken, and 
raised the dead; for he descended alone, but rose with many, and thus 
ascended to his Father. 


20. Abgarus therefore commanded the citizens to assemble early in 
the morning to hear the preaching of Thaddeus, and afterward he 
ordered gold and silver to be given to him. But he refused to take it, 
saying, If we have forsaken that which was our own, how shall we 
take that which is another’s? These things were done in the three 
hundred and fortieth year. I have inserted them here in their proper 
place, translated from the Syriac literally, and I hope for a good 
purpose.”) 


Sources: 


Season 5, Episode 4. Of History’s Greatest Mysteries 


Book 1 chapter 13 of Church History of Eusebius 


